
CPBS Christmas Show Report 2017 
 
The Connemara Pony Breeders' Society's 5th annual Christmas show was held on Saturday 
9th December at Creagh Equestrian Centre.  
 
The day started with the very well supported 80cms and 90cms showjumping competitions. 
There were 6 double clear rounds in the 80cm competition to share the €120 prize fund and 
a further 8 double clear rounds, in the 90cm competition, sharing the €160 purse.  
 
The 1m competition followed with the second round being against the clock. The standard 
of jumping was high and the competitors had to pull out all the stops to feature in the final 
line up where the winner, taking the first prize of €50 and a rug was Saoirse Dobson and 
Brickey Echo, 2nd was Finn Curran on Charlie of Blakehill winning €30 and 3rd prize of €20 
went to Jane Field on Clonmoylan’s Red Hugh 
 
The 1.10m class was not as well supported as the previous classes but again it was a hard 
fought contest with impressive performances from all the competitors with the winner of 
€50 and a rug being Finn Curran riding Charlie of Blakehill jumping a very quick second 
round to pip Pataire Crawford on Ardfry Soren into 2nd place.  
 
The Horse Sport Ireland sponsored interprovincial team competition was to follow but as 
there was only one team entered on the day it was decided to run an interprovincial 
individual one round speed class. This competition was very popular with competitors as 
each height category competed against each another in the one class. The winner Kira 
Shanley riding Island View Prince came from the 80cm section representing Connacht 2nd 
was Connemara rider Talitha Diamond on Sea Storm, and 3rd was Finn Curran also from 
Connemara riding Charlie of Blakehill.  
The generously sponsored €400 from Horse Sport Ireland was divided by 7 clear rounds. 
This class generated great excitement with lots of encouragement from the onlookers.  
 
While the course was being cleared to facilitate the In Hand classes there was a visit from 
Santa who took orders for Christmas from both delighted and excited children and mothers. 
Many having their photo taken on Santa's lap!!   
 
The raffle proved very popular also with a vast array of prizes on offer, tickets sold fast and 
there were many happy winners going home laden with goodies for Christmas.  Spectators 
were treated to mulled wine, cake and goodies throughout the day, generously supplied by 
committee members and helpers.   
 
The 'Irish Dragoon' colt foal class was the first of the three in hand classes and our judge for 
the day Mr. Martín Nee had no hesitation in awarding first prize to Joe Burke's Cregduff 
Ranger with Mick McMenamin's Newgrange Phoenix second.  
 
The 'Eileen Alana' filly foal class was next with 11 entries being put through their paces.  The 
winner here was a quality filly Leam Bellady belonging to Mr. Peter Kyne with Alicia Halpin's 
Rosedale Holly taking second place and Gemma Mulligan's Gurteen Nora third.  
 



The registered Connemara mare class had only four entries but was still hotly contested. 
Alicia Halpin's Queen of the West took first prize with Peter O'Malleys Glenlo Lady second 
Gayle Farrell's Easy on the Eye third and Finbarr Wards dun mare Cloontuskert Lady May 
fourth.  
 
Each of the prize winners in the in hand classes were presented with stunning wine glasses 
very generously sponsored by Galway Irish Crystal.  
 
 
The Connemara Pony Breeders' society would like to thank all our sponsors of the Christmas 
Show for their generous support.  
 
The Carey family - Creagh Equestrian Centre.  
Horse Sport Ireland.  
Galway Irish Crystal.  
Murray's of Ballinasloe.  
Ballinasloe Credit Union.  
Gullane's Hotel.  
Michael J. Burke - Kinamara Stud.  
Finbarr Ward.  
Kieran Eagan, Ballinasloe.  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 
 
Denise Norton 
CPBS Performance Committee.  
 


